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Today’s Session: Working With State Legislatures to 
Advance Postsecondary CTE Policy and Drive Local
Change

Agenda (1 hour session) 

• Overview of NCSL & State Legislatures

• Overview of Postsecondary CTE Legislation and Broader Postsecondary Trends 

• Discussion: Tell us about trends in your states and discuss how legislation impacts 

your work 
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Strengthening 
the legislative 

institution
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How NCSL Strengthens Legislatures

Policy Research

NCSL provides trusted,
 nonpartisan policy 

research and analysis

Connections

NCSL links legislators 
and staff with each 

other and with experts

Training

NCSL delivers training 
tailored specifically for 

legislators and staff

State Voice in D.C.

NCSL represents and 
advocates on behalf of 

states on Capitol Hill

Meetings 

NCSL meetings facilitate 
information exchange 
and policy discussions
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How We Work With State Legislatures to Advance 
Postsecondary Policy

• Legislative Tracking and Categorizing (NCSL Postsecondary Bill Tracking Database)

• Research Requests for State Legislators and Legislative Staff (100+ per year)

• Annual meetings of higher education committee chairs (NCSL Higher Education Institute)

• Meetings and online professional development for education-focused legislative staff 

(NCSL Legislative Education Staff Network)

• In-State Testimony for Legislative Committees

• NCSL Policy Briefs and Webinars
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State Postsecondary CTE Legislation 
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State Postsecondary Financial Aid Trends 

Source: College Board (2022)  

State Financial Aid 

+36%
in the past decade
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Workforce Targeted Financial Aid 
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HB 1246 (2023) 

Program Name: In-Demand Short Term 
Credentials Program 
Workforce Areas: Early childhood 
education, law enforcement, firefighting, 
forestry, construction, and nursing.
Appropriation: $38.6 million 
 

HB 3144 (2022) 

Program Name: South Carolina Workforce Industry 
Needs Scholarship 
Workforce Areas: Healthcare, manufacturing, 
hospitality/tourism, construction, transportation, 
distribution and logistics, criminal justice, early care 
and education, information technology and human 
services.
Appropriation: $93.7 million 
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State Student Loan Forgiveness 
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241
Introduced 

bills in

45
states

53
Enacted 
bills in

30
states

○ State forgiveness context 

○ Targeted workforce areas 

• Healthcare (nurses, doctors, veterinarians) 

• Education 

• In-demand professions or rural areas 

○ Broad state residency programs 

State 
Student 
Loan 
Forgiveness 
Legislation 
(Enacted)  

Since 2021 
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States Supporting Community Colleges
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States Expanding Apprenticeships 
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Source: NCSL Legislative Tracking (2023)  
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States Expanding Apprenticeships 
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CO

Creation of working group to facilitate transfer from apprenticeship to 
community colleges.

HB 1294 
2019

Creation of state apprenticeship resource directory. SB 171
2019

Creation of State Apprenticeship Agency in the Department of Labor & 
Employment. 

HB 1007
2021 

Allows expenses for apprenticeship programs to be treated as qualified 
distributions for state 529 plans 

HB 1310
2022 

Creates Construction Registered Apprenticeship Grant Program.  HB 1246 
2023 

Colorado Enacted Apprenticeship Legislation 

https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2019000H1294&cuiq=8bf89bac-92d6-57b4-9ccd-9ea837faa2be&client_md=29e0008fabdda003ecb9d92d1a9d51f9&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2019000S171&cuiq=8bf89bac-92d6-57b4-9ccd-9ea837faa2be&client_md=117a2a211a67e9dab1469a34a24b69a9&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2021000H1007&ciq=ncsl27&client_md=85dce7c7e6c200075bfd11fd4fe693e0&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2022000H1310&ciq=ncsl27&client_md=c68d718ac20b74bc70de86cf33aca47e&mode=current_text
https://custom.statenet.com/public/resources.cgi?id=ID:bill:CO2023000H1246&ciq=ncsl27&client_md=27e43db41603db7569b5b7ca1b465534&mode=current_text
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Alignment with K-12 Programs
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LA
MS

SB HB 1388 (2022) 

Requires the workforce development office, to 
pilot a career coaching program; requires the 
state department of education to work with the 
state community college board to ensure 
alignment of career and technical education 
courses across the public school and community 
college systems.

SB 216 (2022) 

Requires postsecondary institutions to 
work with the State Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education and public 
schools to align curricula and create 
guaranteed transfer and articulation 
pathways for courses, including career and 
technical education programs. 
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Promoting Connections with Employers & Labor 
Market Dynamics 
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LA

HB 1006 (2018) 
Requires the Virginia Board of Workforce 
Development to advise and oversee the 
development of a Strategic Workforce 
Dashboard. 

The dashboard will include information 
relating to state labor market conditions 
and projected employment growth and 
decline.

VA
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Student Right to Know Legislation 
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• At least 8 states have enacted legislation designed to help 
students and families make informed decisions about 
postsecondary education. 

• These laws require collecting and sharing data online for 
each degree/program including:
• Average cost of attendance 
• Average student loan payments & default rates 
• Graduation and completion rates
• Average starting salaries 
• High-need occupations 

Student Right to Know Legislation 

State Enacted 
Legislation

No Legislation 
Identified
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West Virginia’s Classroom to Career Navigator  
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Interest in Nondegree Options Grows 
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NCSL Postsecondary CTE Resources 
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NCSL Postsecondary Education Database
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All (introduced, pending, failed, enacted) state postsecondary legislation in 40 categories from 
admissions to workforce development. 
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NCSL Postsecondary Education Resources 
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Discussion: Working With State Legislatures to 
Advance Postsecondary CTE Policy and Drive Local
Change

We want to hear from you!

• What are legislative proposals you’re hearing about in your states?

• What have been your experiences and interactions with state legislators?

• How has state legislation impacted your work?

• What ideas are you leaving this session with today?
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Sunny Deye 
Associate Director 

sunny.deye@ncsl.org

Andrew Smalley 
Policy Specialist 

andrew.smalley@ncsl.org

NCSL Postsecondary Education Team 
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