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Agenda

Topic Purpose Timing

Introduction Understand WE CAN TX Structure and Goals 5 min

Purpose of Data 
Dashboard

Understand Supply and Demand Data for Texas Workforce:
• Supply – Secondary and Postsecondary Education Data, 

Apprenticeship Data, Etc.
• Demand – Labor Demand by Industry, Wages by Occupation

15 min

Demonstration Illustrate Use of Dashboard 20 min

Exploration Independently Navigate the Dashboard 10 min

Q/A Questions and Feedback 5 min



To advance innovative, modern work-based learning in Texas to 
ensure equitable outcomes for first gen, low-income students of 
color while meeting the talent and workforce demands of business.

• Accelerate the expansion of youth apprenticeship and pre-apprenticeship
• Strategize regionally specific models for sustainability of programs
• Utilize data to guide apprenticeship design and measure outcomes
• Integrate principles of equity into apprenticeship programs

Why an Apprenticeship Network?



Workforce Education Community College Apprenticeship 
Network (WE CAN TX)

Three Big Goals

Enhance Regional Capacity 
and Align to Employer Needs

Innovate for Equity

Scale and Sustain



Central Texas
Workforce Solutions Capital Area
Austin Community College

North Texas
Dallas College
North Central Texas College
Tarrant County College

East Texas
Tyler Junior College

Gulf Coast
Lee College
San Jacinto College

Panhandle
Amarillo College

West Texas
Workforce Solutions West Central Texas

South Texas – San Antonio
Alamo Colleges District
SA Works

South Texas – Rio Grande Valley
South Texas College
RGV FOCUS

WE CAN TX across the state



A Realistic Example of the Education, Training and 
Employment Ecosystem



Why Develop a Dashboard?

Goal: Address workforce and community college end-
user needs for centralized education-to-workforce data 
source.

Objectives:

• Identify highest-priority data to understand education-
to-workforce ecosystem

• Include possible data sources that support common 
user cases

• Consolidate disparate sources of data to create 
comprehensive picture at different geographic levels



Considering Different Access Points
For Pathways

• Youth Apprenticeship

• Registered Apprenticeship

• WIOA Youth Programs

• High School CTE Programs

• Postsecondary Level I & II 
Certificates, Associate Degrees



Dashboard User Group Goals – What We Heard

Shared Goal: Increase access to and scale of education-to-workforce pathways that address 
employer needs in family-sustaining wage and high-demand careers.

Community College 
Partners

Workforce Partners

• Align programs to industry trends and talent demands
• Identify sectors and jobs with growth and family-sustaining wages

• Monitor talent supply for high-demand sectors and jobs
• Connect program completers with high growth sectors that pay family-

sustaining wages
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Design principles

Decision / action-oriented
• Prioritizing visualizations that can drive decisions among regional partners

Usability and simplicity
• Visuals should be easy to interpret with minimal jargon or unneeded information
• Consistent layout and design within and across pages

Equity metrics on every page
• Goal for each page to include relevant data on race / ethnicity, gender, income, and other 

prioritized populations

“Sliceable” / Filterable data
• Prioritizing visuals and metrics that are filterable by multiple geographies
• Linking visuals to allow for “drill downs” or “double clicks”

WE CAN TX Data Dashboard Design Principles 
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Design principles

Federal databases
• Bureau of Labor Statistics
• U.S. Census (Decennial Census and American Communities Survey)
• U.S. Department of Education (e.g., IPEDS - Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System)
• U.S. Department of Labor (e.g., RAPIDS – Registered Apprenticeship Partners Information Database)

State databases
• Texas Workforce Commission (e.g., TexasLMI.com)
• Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
• Texas Association of Community Colleges
• Texas Education Agency

Academic databases
• MIT Living Wage Calculator
• University of Washington Self-Sufficiency Standard

WE CAN TX Data Dashboard Data Sources
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Design principles

• NAICS: North American Industry Classification System

• WDA: Workforce Development Area

• CTE: Career Technical Education

• SOC (code): Standard Occupational Classification

• CIP: Classification of Instructional Program

• RAPIDS: Registered Apprenticeship Partners Information 
Database

• THECB: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

WE CAN TX Data Dashboard Acronyms

https://www.bls.gov/sae/additional-resources/what-is-naics.htm
https://www.twc.texas.gov/partners/workforce-development-boards-websites
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/career-and-technical-education
https://www.bls.gov/soc/
http://www.txhighereddata.org/Interactive/2010_CIP_Code_Archive/
https://www.twc.texas.gov/jobseekers/registered-apprenticeship-training-programs-job-seekers
https://www.highered.texas.gov/


WE CAN TX Data Dashboard
Available at https://edtx.org/wecantx
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✓ Does not require user 
registration or a password

✓ Navigation instructions on 
landing page

✓ “North Star” data provided in 
context

https://edtx.org/wecantx


Homepage: Labor Supply vs. Demand

Highlights:

✓ North Star Data 

✓ Demand Focus: 
County – Healthcare 
largest

✓ Location: Dallas

✓ Supply Focus: Select 
down arrow then 
program to explore



Example: Healthcare Occupation Wages for a Metro Area

Steps:

✓ Select “Occupation”

✓ Location type: Metro

✓ Location: Austin-
Round Rock Metro 
Area

✓ Occupation (SOC): 
Select down arrow 
then occupations to 
explore



Example: Certificate & Associate Degree Awarded for 
County/College

Steps:

✓ Select “Postsecondary 
Completion”

✓ Location: “County” 

✓ Program (CIP): Select 
Programs associated 
with occupations of 
interest 

✓ Institution: Select 
applicable college(s)

✓ Select “drill down” 
(double down arrows) 
to get full detail 



Explore the Dashboard

https://www.edtx.org/our-impact-areas/higher-education/wecantx/we-can-tx-
data-dashboard



Kinetic West Blog – Published Oct. 6

https://www.kineticwest.com/blog/workforce-dashboard



Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WECANTXv1dbfeedback

For more information

• Contact esimon@cftexas.org or ddeggs@cftexas.org.

• Learn about Educate Texas at https://www.edtx.org/our-
impact-areas/higher-education/wecantx/we-can-tx-data-
dashboard

Questions and Contacts

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WECANTXv1dbfeedback
mailto:esimon@cftexas.org
mailto:ddeggs@cftexas.org
https://www.edtx.org/our-impact-areas/higher-education/wecantx/we-can-tx-data-dashboard

